
   

September meeting 

is in Lincoln at the 

Nature Center will  

be Tuesday at 5:30 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 11 

 You  can pay your dues anytime 

now, they are still only $20 

 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: Letr iana Cantrell 

September 11, Tuesday 

5:30 pm!!! 

Creekside Environmental Center 

1234 County Road 2000N 

Lincoln, Il. 62656 

Potluck 

Bring covered dish to share 
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Directions to Creekside Environmental Center from Peoria 
1234 County Road 2000N Lincoln, IL 62656 

 
If going into Lincoln on EXIT 126: 

1. Take I-74 E toward Bloomington (then about 8 miles) 

2. Merge onto I-55 S via EXIT 101 toward Lincoln (then 26 miles)  

3. Take EXIT 126 toward Lincoln and turn left from the off ramp onto Woodlawn Rd (IL121 and IL10) into Lincoln. 

4. Continue on Woodlawn and turn left onto North Lincoln Parkway (McDonald’s and Bonanza Steakhouse will be on 

your left) and travel 3 miles. N Lincoln Pkwy (historic U.S. 66) makes a bend to the right, follow the bend. 

5. Turn left on 1250th Ave. (Nicholson Road) and travel 3.1 miles (passing over I-55, past the Epperson Subdivision and 

over Kickapoo Creek). 1250th Ave becomes 1225 Ave after crossing Kickapoo Creek. 

6. Turn left on 2000th St. (the second through left after crossing Kickapoo Creek) and travel about half a mile. Turn right 

onto the gravel road marked Small-Edwards Trace that leads to Creekside. 

 

If going via Hartsburg on Exit 6 from I-155 before getting to Lincoln: 

1. Take I-74 E toward Bloomington (then about 8 miles) 

2. Merge onto I-55 S via EXIT 101 toward Lincoln (then 26 miles) 

3. Take EXIT 6 toward Hartsburg (then 0.27 miles)  

4. Turn left onto 2300th St/County Hwy-18 (also called W Front St). Continue to follow County Hwy-18 (then 1.24 miles)  

5. Turn right onto Old Route 121/IL-121. Old Route 121 is just past 1st St. If you reach Washington St you've gone a 

little too far. Then 3.45 miles passing over Sugar Creek 

6. Turn left onto 2000th St. past 1100th Ave (then 1.46 miles) 

7. Take the next left which is a gravel road called SMALL-EDWARDS TRACE and continue north to the Center. If you 

reach 1225th Ave you've gone about 0.5 miles too far 

 

Creekside, Lincoln College’s Outdoor Center for Environmental 

Education is an innovative 4-acre educational site recognized by 

the scientific community for its biological diversity and geological 

and archeological significance. The Center features a lecture pavil-

ion, insectarium, greenhouse, restored tall grass prairie, native 

gardens, demonstration pond, council ring fire pit, solar and wind 

energy developments, storm water management and rain garden, 

nature trails and access to Sugar Creek near the location that Illi-

nois’ largest wooly mammoth fossil was discovered in 2005. 

https://support.lincolncollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/66/2015/03/Creekside-Environmental-Center-Map.pdf
https://support.lincolncollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/66/2015/03/Creekside-Environmental-Center-Map.pdf
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    Save this date! 

 

     November 10  
 

 
For the annual Pond Club banquet at 

Tremont Community Center. The 

choices for dinner are chicken and 

prime rib. Prices are yet unknown but 

will be unveiled soon. 
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... 

Dropsy in Koi Fish 
Dropsy in koi is not a disease, but rather the result of some other cause. There are multiple possible reasons; the 
most common cause of Dropsy in koi fish is from a bacterial infection that has gained access to the kidney and or 
liver through the blood stream. An alternative method of contracting Dropsy is brought about by a rare fish para-
site that attacks the kidney, Mitraspora cyprini. Either way, kidney enlargement and loss of function ensues, even-
tually ending in kidney failure. Fortunately, Dropsy normally affects just one Koi at a time rather than an entire 
collection. 
 
The Aeromonas or Pseudomonas bacterium is usually the culprit behind a bloated koi with bacterial dropsy. Para-
sites penetrate and damage the skin of a fish then the bacterial infection sets in. Pinecone disease or Dropsy is 
usually the final stage of the bacterial infection. The bacterium attacks the fish’s kidney and it stops functioning 
properly. The victim of Dropsy cannot expel fluids normally so it builds up inside the fish’s body. The pressure from 
the accumulating fluid causes the body to swell and this expansion causes the scales to stick out away from the 
body resembling a pinecone.   The affected fish’s head does not swell because of the bone structure, but the eyes 
may bulge or pop out because the excess fluid has no place to go.  
 
Dropsy is also known as bloater or pinecone disease because of the symptoms exhibited by infected fish. In the 
advanced stages of Dropsy, Koi may lose the ability to maintain balance in the water because its swim bladder also 
experiences increased pressure from the accumulation of fluids within the body cavity.   
 
The condition of Dropsy in koi is very distressing to the koi owner. Not only does it look to be very painful for the 
fish, the fact is that most cases will be fatal. Because, by the time external symptoms are recognized, irreversible 
damage to the kidney has already occurred and the organ has been injured beyond repair or treatment.  
In mild cases of the koi illness, Dropsy can simply be due to fluid retention. In this instance the use of salt can 

In mild cases of the koi illness, Dropsy can simply be due to fluid retention. In this instance the use of salt can 
promote the release of the accumulated fluid and the Koi may be saved. Identification of such fluid buildup must 
be realized prior to the onset of any bacterial infection if the fish has a chance of surviving. Unless Dropsy is 
caught in the very early stages, a cure is almost impossible.  

Is Koi Dropsy Contagious? 
No, Dropsy in koi is not contagious; however the circumstances that caused it usually are contagious. The most 
common cause of Dropsy is damage caused by parasites, followed by bacterial infection, and culmination in Drop-
sy. 

What are koi Dropsy symptoms? 
If suffering with Dropsy koi fish will exhibit the following symptoms: 

Swelling of the body (fluid retention)  

Protruding or bulging eyes 

Raised scales (pine cone appearance) 

Lose of equilibrium/balance (swim bladder affected) 

Isolation or staying in areas of high oxygen concentration 

 

This was printed from Koi Health 

http://www.koihealth.info/dropsy.html
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
Kloubec Koi Farm Tour 

Saturday August 11, 2018 
 

Attendance:  13 people in attendance from PKPS as well as other clubs (Chicago Mid West Koi and Pond Society, 
Springfield Water and Garden Society, and others) 
 
Location: Kloubec Koi Farms, Amana, Iowa  
 
Some of us met in the parking lot of Kohl’s East Peoria at 7:00 a.m. to carpool. The drive was about 2 ½ hours. Since 
the tour didn’t begin until 12:30 p.m., we arrived in time to eat schnitzel at the lovely, historic Ronneburg Restaurant 
in the Amana Colonies. 
 
Tour agenda: 
 
12:30 Welcome and Introductions at Gazebo 
12:45 Tour of Hatchery / Tour of Farm - Hay Rack Ride 
  1:15 Tour of Farm – Hay Rack Ride / Tour of Hatchery 
  2:00 Introduction at Gazebo to Fish Buildings 
 Explanation of Koi Grow Out Program 
 Tour of Fish Buildings 
 Start Scavenger Hunt 
  4:30 Raffle Drawing 
 Winner Announcement of Scavenger Hunt 
  5:00  Departure 
  7:00  BBQ Dinner (for those who signed up in advance) 
 
Myron and Ellen Kloubec were welcoming and told us they had just been recognized by the Secretary of Agriculture 
for being a century farm in America. Their farm started out raising game fish then switched over to breeding and rais-
ing koi about 15 years ago, with just limited game fish rearing. They have 80 acres with more than 50 clay-lined out-
door ponds, and numerous large cement indoor ponds, some with drip filtration systems. The setup was amazing and 
the amount of work required to run an operation of this size is extensive. 
 
Since there were so many visitors, we split into 2 groups for the Hatchery and Farm tours, which worked out well. We 
started with a tour of the hatchery where males and females of specific koi types (yellow Ogon, for example) are se-
lected for breeding and are housed separately in several large tanks. The females are given 4 hormone injections to 
hasten egg-ripening and ovulation. The eggs are collected and the males are milked for sperm. They have 3 hours to 
introduce the sperm to the eggs before deterioration begins. Each large tank has about 1 million tiny koi fry. They 
looked like wiggly mosquito larvae and it was hard to see individual babies. You could see a cloud of them in the water 
moving as a school. The fry stay in these nursery tanks for 3 days then they are siphoned out and put into one of the 
outdoor mud ponds that have been fertilizer spiked to encourage algae growth for the fry to heat once their egg-sack 
nutrients have been depleted.  On the hayride tour, we were able to see a series of these outdoor ponds that have 
natural vegetation surrounding them with clay-lined bottoms. The fry are allowed to grow in the mud ponds then are 
harvested and put into other ponds once they reach a certain sizes. This occurs several times throughout their growth 
period with a dwindling of their original numbers each time they are transferred from the nursery vats to the other 
outdoor ponds. Frog and turtle control is an ongoing battle. One frog autopsy found 23 small koi in its stomach, so 
they literally eat their weight in koi gold. There are 2 sizes of koi food supplied: tiny pellets for the younger koi, and 
the regular sized pellets once they grow larger. All colors of fish swarmed and roiled the waters when their food was 
thrown in and the frogs were there, waiting to have some koi sushi. If you look at the PKPS Facebook page, Lisa Carter 
has some fantastic photographs of these outdoor ponds as well as the indoor tanks and fish when they are harvested 
from the mud ponds. We toured the indoor set up where more koi are raised in large cement tanks. Some of these 
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tanks contain fish for sale online. We were encouraged to select fish for purchase from another room where they 
were sorted and graded by size, type (Ogon, Sanke, etc.), regular or butterfly, and show quality. 
 
They end of the tour found both groups back in the little park area by the gazebo and pond where we were told about 
their Grow Out program. If you wish to purchase a show quality koi from them, you can pay to have them raise it and 
show it without the disturbance to the fish of moving it to your pond, then to wherever the show is held. You get their 
expertise in raising of the fish and the constant care required without too much handling and moving and can then 
take your fish home after the show. 
 
Most of us left after this for the drive home, but a few stayed the night and took advantage of the dinner and break-
fast the next morning. I think Allen Kruger actually won a very nice fish from the raffle. Some others purchased fish 
and even though I did not, it was an amazing visit. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deb Palmquist 
  
Secretary 
 
 
Remaining board meetings for 2018: 
 
September 22 – Simmons   
October 27 – Clarke 
November 17 – Moreland 
    
Remaining general meetings for 2018: 
 
Date  Location                                     Speakers/Possible topics 
 
Tues., Sept. 11 Creekside Nature Ctr, Lincoln, IL                         Dennis Campbell 5:30 p.m. evening      
                meeting and pot luck 
Oct. 13  Steve and Mary Depew                                       Anthony Schade? 
Nov. 10  PKPS Banquet Tremont Community Center       
 

 



   

Who’s pond is this? It is not Barb Luick’s and no one has contacted 

me about it. It came in with no name. Let me know. 
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Connie and Jeff Kings’s pond. 
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 

Saturday July 14, 2018 
9:05 – 9:55 a.m. 

 
Attendance:  21 people in attendance. 
 
Location: Greg and Letriana Cantrell residence, East Peoria, IL  
 
Meeting: President Jeannie Clarke reminded us that the August meeting will be a trip to Kloubec’s in Amana Colonies, 
Iowa on Saturday, August 11. We will meet in the parking lot of Kohl’s East Peoria at 7:00 a.m. to carpool. A signup 
sheet was passed around. Kloubec’s will provide lunch on the premises but individuals will be responsible for payment, 
with detail to follow for those who have signed up.  
 
Jeannie informed us that 2 lakes in Minnesota had massive fish die-offs from KHV (koi herpes virus) when someone 
dumped infected koi into the lakes. Israel, Japan, and a few koi farms in the U.S. have been wiped out by KHV. It is a 
devastating disease with no known cure incurring a 90% kill rate. The 10% that survive are carriers of the virus. KHV 
affects koi only, not goldfish. The symptoms of KHV are sores on the fish that won’t be cured using AquaMedzyme. 
There is current research into KHV, but it is a reminder to quarantine both our fish and plants and make sure to buy fish 
from reputable sources. Once KHV is discovered, the pond must be emptied and bleached, destroying any of the re-
maining fish as well as all plants. Barb Luick remembered a former PKPS member, Susan, telling her about using a 10% 
bleach solution to spray pond plants outside and let them dry for 24 hours. Allen Kruger looked online and it was rec-
ommended to destroy all plants. 
 
Jeannie described how AquaMedzyme works on koi and goldfish by using bacteria that eats away dead skin to start the 
healing process. Pseudomonas and aeromonas bacteria eat dead skin as well but they inject a toxin to kill more skin to 
eat, creating spreading lesions on the fish. These 2 bad bacteria are always present in ponds, but if fish are healthy and 
you take care to use AquaMedzyme on a maintenance schedule, there are usually no infection outbreaks. She told us 
that pseudomonas can infect humans so be especially careful working in and around ponds when you have an open cut 
or wound. She recounted that she was cleaning around the pond and dropped a rock which cut her on the ankle. She 
cleaned it out but later got infected with pseudomonas and MRSA (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus). 
 
Letriana told us she bought some tropical water lilies that she didn’t want to put into the pond right away so had them 
growing in barrels. She discovered that the deer had eaten them! So now we know that deer will eat the aquatic plants. 
She recommends using netting over planters or barrels in the future. Jim Simmons noted that groundhogs will actually 
go into the pond and eat the plants as well. 
 
Todd Bong asked Marlene Carter if her pond leak was fixed, and she replied that it was. Marlene has small sized river 
rock (~1-2 inches in diameter) in her back yard that she would like to remove, so anyone who would like some please 
call her for a time to come pick it up. Todd also described his two, 55-gallon drums that use centrifugal force to remove 
solids from his pond. He uses the resulting sludge on surrounding flower beds and his ponds are clearer than they’ve 
been in a long time and his flowers are happy. He disconnects this system in winter and will also add some screen to 
keep leaves and debris out in the fall. 
 
Lisa Carter passed around pictures documenting the pond cleaning that they hired Kullscape to do last month. She de-
scribed the 2 and 1/2 day process in detail, including costs for her 10,000 gallon pond. They also thinned pond plants, 
hand-picked snails, and as a bonus, discovered baby fish that she didn’t know about. They used a unique bagging sys-
tem and sock mesh to acclimate and reintroduce the fish into the cleaned pond without contaminating it with the old 
pond water. 
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Tom Ivey noted that it is important to keep your fish density under control for the size of your pond or you’ll spend 
most of your time cleaning and doing water changes. Jim Simmons said he used some fertilizer spikes on his pond 
plants, which turned the water green for about a week before clearing up. Greg told us of discovering his large white 
koi with the orange spot on its head in his skimmer box looking dead during a garden tour at their home. He removed it 
from the skimmer box and it was sinking to the bottom of the pond and flopping over on its side. He nestled it up 
against a rock near the skimmer box to keep it upright. He was distressed but had to wait until the tour concluded be-
fore he could attend to his fish, which looked very bad and he assumed it was dying. He went back to check on it and 
prepare himself to dispose of it when he found it swimming! It didn’t have its normal energy and was moving lazily 
around, but at least it was not flopping over and it was moving. Not to leave everyone hanging, here is an update from 
Letriana: Good news!  Our fish is back to normal. The only thing I can think of is that there was some spawning going on 
in our back pond and maybe it took place in the lower one as well. If this is the case, our fish is a she, which explained 
why she looked thin and weak. 
 
Our September general meeting will be a bit different for us. It will be an evening meeting held on Tuesday, September 
11, at 6 p.m. in Lincoln, IL, at Creekside Nature Center. We would like to have a potluck in the true sense of the word in 
that whatever dish people bring to share, that is what we will eat! There is a large pergola/pavilion with tables and 
bench seating that we can use, so no need to bring chairs. More details and directions in the next newsletter. 
 
Please see the corrected meeting schedule information at the end of the newsletter and don’t forget the St. Louis Koi 
Show & Pond Expo running from September 14 - 16. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deb Palmquist 
  
Secretary 
 
 
Remaining board meetings for 2018: 
 
July 28 – Carter     
August 25 – Moreland      
September 22 – Simmons   
October 27 – Clarke 
November 17 – Moreland 
    
Remaining general meetings for 2018: 
 
Date  Location                 Speakers/Possible topics 
 
Aug. 11  Kloubec Koi Farm, Amana, IA     Kloubec personnel and tour 
          Carpool East Peoria Kohls parking lot 7a.m.       
Aug. 25  Loren & Margaret Swanson     PKPS Luau 
Tues., Sept. 11 Creekside Nature Ctr, Lincoln, IL     Dennis Campbell 5:30 p.m.evening meeting and pot luck 
Oct. 13  Jim & Margy Simmons                    ? 
Nov. 10  PKPS Banquet       --- 
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PKPS 2018 MEETING SCHEDULES 

GENERAL MEETINGS 2018 

Date                      Location                                                                       Speaker 

Sept 11 at 5:30PM    Creekside Nature Center              Dennis Campbell 

Oct   13        Mary and  Steve Depew                            To be announced 

Nov  10         PKPS Banquet 

 

Board Meetings 2018 

September 22  Simmons 

October 27      Clarke 

November       Moreland 

December       no meeting 

 

For the Month of SEPTEMBER 

  

 

 

Lisa Moreland 

Allen Kruger 

Jean Clarke 

Barb Williams 

Deb Harper 

Merideth Caho  

 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
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JEAN CLARKE 
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6934 N. St. Mary’s Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-370-0460 

E-mail: Clarke.jl@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jean Clarke                                 

309-370-0460 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

             Officers 
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309-370-0460 

 

Lisa Carter  Vice President 

309-694-9801 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Treasurer  

309-645-7163 

 

Debra Palmquist  

Secretary 

309-696-7114 

 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell  

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Todd Bong    

309-256-9582 

 

Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 

 

Chairpersons 

Lisa Carter 
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